
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For Immediate Release​
May 7, 2026 

Canning, N.S. - Artistic Director Ken Schwartz  and Executive Director Chris O’Neill announced Two Planks 
and a Passion Theatre’s 35th Season at the Ross Creek Centre for the Arts in Canning today. The theatre’s 
20th at the Ross Creek Centre. 

“There were moments, only weeks ago, when we were unsure we would be able to celebrate our 35th 
season at all,” said Schwartz from his office at Ross Creek. “In late February, our provincial government 
ripped up our multi-year operating agreements and threw our immediate future into deep uncertainty. 
Our entire sector was destabilized. With only weeks to go before our season began, we needed to 
somehow replace $47 000 of funding in a matter of only days in order to proceed with our  summer 
productions. Otherwise, 15 jobs would be lost immediately” 

Chris O’Neill added that the response to an urgent appeal sent to supporters was inspiring to everyone in 
the organization. “In ten days, we managed, with the help of dozens of supporters, to raise enough 
money to safely proceed with this very special season. We’re still feeling energized by this 
encouragement and overwhelmed by this generosity” said O’Neill.  “Our advocacy work to ensure that 
our provincial government’s actions are aligned with our community’s values is ongoing. Our regular 
fundraising continues. Many, many challenges await. But through the support of so many people, we can 
continue to contribute to the well- being of our community through our art, our education programs and 
our advocacy.” 

The company’s playbill features the Atlantic Premiere of Emma Donoghue’s (Room, Paris Express) The 
Wind Coming Over The Sea, a musical theatre piece about Irish immigration in the mid-nineteenth 
century (Sponsored by Enterprise Law) and Artistic Director Ken Schwartz’s fireside horror The Monkey’s 
Paw (Sponsored by Kimball Law) which is created for the company’s unique fireside stage.  

Artistic Director Ken Schwartz reflected on the company’s 35 years, and how the company has evolved.   

“35 years on from our founding here in rural Mi’kmaki, our company has developed and changed with 
every passing year. Once, we were a rurally-based touring company bringing its work to small 
communities across Canada, and now we create work in collaboration with nature on the grounds of the 
Ross Creek Centre. But all throughout the last 35 years, we have been committed to the notion that the 
theatre is uniquely placed to reflect important realities in our community. Our productions always aim to 
ask important, sometimes difficult questions about what it means to be human. We are deeply 
interested in examining the challenges that people are facing around the world, often through the lens of 
what we know best- the realities of rural life. And we acheive all of these things by gathering our 
community together” 
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continued… 

The 2026 acting company features Lily Falk, Becca Guilderson, Tim Machin, Chris O’Neill, Hugh Ritchie, 
Sophie Schade and Sam Vigneault. Azal Dosanjh will be the assistant director for both productions. Sarah 
Prosper will be the movement director for The Wind Coming over the Sea. Karen Bassett will be the Fight 
Director for The Monkey’s Paw. Allen Cole is the Musical Director for the Season, and Diego Cavedon Dias 
is the Costume Designer for both productions. Robin Munro returns for her 11th season as Production 
Stage Manager and Kayla Wolfenden makes her Two Planks debut as our Apprentice Stage Manager. 
Mae Striteman returns as A.S.L. Coordinator for The Wind Coming Over The Sea. Sarah English returns to 
Two Planks as our dialect coach for The Wind Coming Over The Sea, Bonnie Thomson as the Puppetry 
Consultant and John Thomson as our Technical Director for 2026. Artistic Director Ken Schwartz directs 
both productions. James Benum also returns to Two Planks and a Passion Theatre as a production 
assistant for the season.  

Two Planks’ season is made possible by support from The Canada Council for the Arts, Arts Nova Scotia, 
The Nova Scotia Dept. Of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage, The Craig Foundation, and the 
many, many supporters who have generously given to support our 35th season.  

In addition, Two Planks is proud to partner with local businesses in the Valley this season, including The 
Noodle Guy, The Tangled Garden, Benjamin Bridge Winery, The Farmhouse Inn and Annapolis Fine 
Cheeses. 

Two Planks’ 35th season begins previews on June 25th and both productions open on June 27th, 2026. 
Tickets are on sale now at www.twoplanks.ca.  

For media inquiries, please contact Ken Schwartz at artisticdirectors@twoplanks.ca, or Chris O’Neill at 
chris@artscentre.ca  
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